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President’s report 


Barry Lingham 


T he Moolap and Avalon Sub-committee of the GFNC has 
been meeting regularly for over 2 years to build a case 
against proposed developments at the old Moolap and Avalon 
Saltworks. With the demise of Alcoa, the sub-committee has also 
incorporated the wetlands around Pt Henry as part of the coastal 
saltmarsh zone in need of protection. 

The sub-committee created an extensive, well documented 
submission against the original development proposals from the 
Ridley Corporation. That development proposal is currently being 
reviewed and an environmental impact statement is being 
prepared. Eventually, a public hearing will probably eventuate, to 
allow all parties to put the case for or against. Final options will 
involve politically sensitive decisions. To that end, the GFNC 
believes that we can influence public opinion by spreading 
information on the current ecological value of the sites and the 
enormous potential of the area as a carefully developed 
international standard wetland. Our vision would see a variety of 
saline and freshwater wetlands that would be habitat for 
migratory waders: nesting Fairy, Little and Whiskered terns; 


Banded Stilts, Red-capped Plovers, Australasian Bitterns and a 
range of waterfowl. 

How can you help to save this wetland? Start by becoming 
informed. Check the GFNC website to find out more about the 
development proposal and also the vision that the GFNC has for 
the area. Read and distribute the special brochure that has been 
created to learn the facts. Tell your neighbours, friends and 
anyone who will listen about how important this area is to our 
migratory waders and many other bird species. Write to your 
local councillor. State or Federal member of parliament, and let 
them know that this is an important issue. Send a letter to your 
local newspaper editor. Many voices together will alert decision 
makers to the value we place on our local wetland. 

This is a once-off opportunity. If development swallows the 
wetland, the pattern of habitat destruction that has led to a crash 
in migratory wader numbers across the world will be 
exacerbated. If a high-standard wetland is created, we will have 
made a significant step towards helping to arrest the decline. 


Tonight... 

...Stephanie Suter, Waterwatch Facilitator, Corangannite Catchnnent Managennent Authority, will talk about ‘Fun 
with fungi: Aquatic fungi and leaf litter and breakdown in Australia’s freshwater streams.’ 

In April... 

...It will be members’ night and the Annual General Meeting. Tracey Hinton will also talk about ‘Hawaii’s Reefs 
and Volcanoes: Exploring the magical underworld of Maui and the eerie volcanic landscapes of the Big Island’. 


GFNC website 

Check out our recently upgraded website! 

Any observations (plant, mammal, bird, reptile, 
invertebrate etc.) can be emailed to the GFNC email 
address or phoned to Barry Lingham (5255 4291) so 
that they can be incorporated onto the site. 

GFNC website: http://www.qfnc.orq.au 
e-mail address: info@qfnc.orq.au 


GFNC is on Facebook! 

http://www.facebook.com/qeelonqfnc 


Members are encouraged to arrive early at 
general meetings. 

The room will be open at 7.15 p.m. to allow members to chat to 
other members and visitors. 


The photo on the front cover, by Trevor Pescott, is of a 
Metallic Skink caught in Grasstree Park. Feb 2015. 

The photo on the back cover, by David Tytherleigh, is of 
a White-throated Gerygone, taken at the You Yangs, Jan 
2015. 
















Out and about: Ted's botany group and the evolution of the plant group 


Valda Dedman 


I n the early days of the GFNC, the Plant Group was 
known as the Botany Study Group, a fitting name 
because its members were very serious about the study of 
plants. Their energetic and inspirational leader was Ted 
Errey and his devoted disciples included Francie Poole, 
Betty Quirk, Edna Yeoman, Gwen Yarnold and Leila 
Ramsay. The group went out on their own excursions, at 
times met every week for a special botany course, were 
given handouts and Leila, at least, kept detailed notes. Ted 
was a dedicated grower of Australian plants and could 
provide specimens from his garden for the group to study 
and also to present at the specimen table at general 
meetings, where he would briefly describe their features. 
Ted assisted Cliff Beauglehole with field work for the 
preparation of Cliffs many books on the vascular flora 
based on the Land Conservation Council (LCC) Study 
Areas. Ted was the acknowledged expert on plants in the 
Club. 

The Botany Study Group was the first sectional group in 
the Club. (The Bird Group did not start until 1979.) It 
began in September 1973 in response to a felt need for 
more botanical knowledge within the Club. The matter had 
been discussed during the Otway campouts of 1970, when 
difficulties with species' identification had arisen. The 
question of sectional groups had been discussed at 
committee meetings, but some members had felt they 
were not in the best interests of the Club. Nevertheless, 

Ted 

Errey, Francie Poole and Ian Woodland decided to go 
ahead and the study group was launched with Mary 
Brownhill, Elsie Poole, Betty Quirk, Leila Ramsay and 
Edna Yeoman joining the other three. The group met in 
private homes after a day in the field collecting specimens 
of plants from certain families for the evening study. 

Numbers grew. In 1980 a number of botanists from Colac 
increased the total to 30. Meetings were then held at 
Belmont Primary School. Autumn and spring were 
particularly busy times. Plants were collected and pressed 
to form Herbarium collections for many areas—the 
Brisbane Ranges, the Ocean Grove Nature Reserve, 
Inverleigh Common and Bambra Schools block. Reference 
plant lists were compiled for many bushland areas in the 
Geelong district. 

In the very early days they decided on a study of ferns, 
which resulted in trips to the Otways to identify the various 
species. Fern lists were made for Maits Rest, Melba Gully, 
Grey River and Cumberland River. A day's 'ferning' could 
be very rewarding, as Francie Poole noted in her article 
published in the Geelong Naturalist on the ferns of Maits 
Rest found on 16 February 1977. Twenty-two species were 
recorded. The same number were recorded for 
Melba Gully in February 1977( See Leila Ramsay's fern list 
for Melba Gully below). The group was not just about pretty 
flowers and the fascinating orchids. 

Field days in 1978 were conducted on a regular basis with 
emphasis on recording plants in LCC uncommitted areas 
and on reserves and Crown land not well known to the 
group botanically. 


In February 1974 Ted and GFNC Botany Group supplied a 
detailed plant list of 110 species for the booklet. 
Introduction to the Ocean Grove Nature Reserve. The 
1978 booklet contained 178 species, reflecting the Botany 
Group's work at the reserve. 

In August 1981 Ted published an article on Inverleigh 
Common and its vegetation, noting that survey work had 
begun in the late 1960s by Geoff Carr who compiled a list 
of some 130 species. The botany group increased this to 
over 170, almost 100 of which had been collected and 
pressed for use as reference material. 

In March 1978 a formal study course was begun at 
Belmont Primary School. It brought more people into the 
group. The ten-part course held weekly was in basic 
botany. It started with the parts of a flower, carpels and 
placentation, the structure and shape of leaves, 
inflorescences and fruits, went on to cover pollination, the 
various plant orders and classes, and keys to plants and 
their use. Leila kept detailed notes of the classes, with 
diagrams. 

Another eight-part series, partly overlapping the first, 
began in October 1980. Equipment needed included a 
hand lens, one pair of mounted needles, razor blades and 
a block. Students also learned how to press and mount 
specimens. 

The Botany Group helped with club surveys and also 
conducted surveys of its own, particularly in the Brisbane 
Ranges. Ted published an article in November 1976, with 
a detailed list of then known Brisbane Ranges plants. The 
group took part in the Club’s fire survey after Ash 
Wednesday. Its members compiled detailed lists of plants 
on campouts and excursions, and handled requests for 
information, assistance and advice. 

In 1981 the group was 'flourishing', but in 1983 the group's 
activity was hampered by drought, and regular meetings 
and excursions went into recess. However, in July 
members planted seedling trees, which they had 
propagated themselves, at the John Brown Arboretum at 
the You Yangs. The group was in decline. During 1984-85 
an attempt was made to revive formal botany study 
meetings, but lack of numbers meant activity was 
spasmodic. The group agreed to contribute to the Banksia 
Atlas, and still kept lists of species on excursions and 
campouts. 

In 1986 the group met at St. David's church hall. Leila's 
notes call the meeting a 'class'; they were systematically 
studying: parts of a flower, leaf characteristics, points to 
note in identifying plants. There had been a revival of 
interest, but numbers were still low. Field excursions in the 
late afternoon were to Grasstree Park, Forest Road, and 
Anakie. Roadside conservation surveys in the shires of 
Corio and Bannockburn were begun, by Ted, Gwen 
Yarnold and Paul Chaplin, but other activities were very 
limited. Paul Chaplin organised a systematic survey of 
plants at the OGNR. 

A move was made in 1987 to reactivate and consolidate 
the Group and the first step was a name change. It was 
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thought that the term 'botany' was too formal and the group 
became the Plant Group, a better match for the flourishing 
Bird Group. A more interactive programme was drawn up. 
Experienced members led discussions on local plants in 
flower each month or from a particular area. The 1988-89 
program included three excursions, two of them in the late 
afternoon. It also had two projects: to survey plants in 
flower at the Ocean Grove Nature Reserve each month, 
and to make recommendations on planting at the Grace 
McKellar Centre. 

Dick Southcombe took over as leader after Ted's death in 
April 1988. Guest speakers were often invited to the 
meeting on the second Tuesday of the month, but 
sometimes individual members gave a presentation—an 
excellent way for that member to learn, but also a way of 
sharing learned skills, such as the preservation and 
mounting of specimens for Herbarium use. In July 1991 
Les Barrow spoke on rushes and sedges; in 1993 Bill 
Gunn spoke on Epacridae; in 1995 Chris Hose spoke on 
Rutaceae. Excursions during 1994-95 followed up on talks 
at meetings and were to local wetlands and Grasstree Park 
with Chris Hose and Winston Huggins and to the Otways 
with Joe Hubbard. There were many guest speakers dur¬ 
ing 1996. Reports by the Plant Group in the newly- 
constituted monthly Geelong Naturalist were quite detailed. 
Joe 

Hubbard helped to promote local plants in his monthly 
articles. 

Survey work was still undertaken. In 1990 a series of 
surveys along the Bellarine railway reserve were 
undertaken. During 1995 members were involved in the 
Botanic Guardians Project for the Department of 
Conservation and Natural Resources on behalf of the Club. 
The task was to assess, determine management issues 
and possible threats, and provide possible 
management solutions of five remnant grassland sites on 
railway reserves at Pettavel, Winchelsea, Wingeel and 
Elaine. Winston Huggins' botanical knowledge was of 
particular help during these surveys. A survey of the 
remnant vegetation in Inverleigh and Bannockburn 
cemeteries was started in 1997. Later surveys were of the 
Mason property at Bannockburn, part of a biodiversity 
survey, but with an additional visit and a follow-up a year 
later. The north Brisbane Ranges was visited after fire in 
2007. Seaview Park was an area of special interest close 
to home. 

Eventually plant study became less formal with each 
member contributing to plant identification according to his 
or her ability. Dick often brought in plants from his own 
native garden. Dick was energetic and dedicated. The 
Club's library, conveniently to hand in the meeting room at 
the Geelong Botanic Gardens, was used to assist 
identification. The use of the Club's microscope, set up by 
Dave King, gave valuable insights into a plant's structure. 
No attempt has been made recently to study any one class 
of plants in its entirety, although some attempt was made 
with the Fabaceae. 

The December meeting was traditionally a late afternoon 
visit to a local bushland, followed by a picnic tea. 

Dick Southcombe instituted the Wider Geelong Flora 
Lectures, now held three times a year, given by a guest 
speaker of note. These attract a large audience; the 
general public is invited to join the Club on these 
occasions. Dick's name has now been added to the title, in 
recognition of his work for the Plant Group. 


The threat of myrtle wilt has prevented the study of plant 
material brought into the club rooms at the Geelong 
Botanic Gardens. With the illness of leader Dick 
Southcombe and the deaths of Dave King and Sheila 
Silver, the group went into decline. Then in late 2014, the 
study of plants through members' photos, made easier with 
digital photography, was begun. This can be explored 
further in 2015. We do not have any plant people with Ted 
Errey's extensive knowledge, so the plant group will be 
largely a self-help group. Field work, listing and surveys 
are invaluable and should not be neglected, although the 
intensity of activity of the original botany group may not be 
reached. 

There is now the opportunity to use the GFNC website 
observation page to record species in flower. So far only 
orchids have been recorded, but they are not the only 
interesting plants (remember the ferns of the early plant 
group days?) The Club Facebook page allows photos to be 
uploaded. The Internet is a good place for promoting local 
areas of botanical interest, and encouraging people to add 
to plant lists, hopefully well authenticated. Blogs are 
another way of sharing botanical knowledge. 

Note: When Leila Ramsay left Geelong, she left her 
botany notebooks with me. I have been pleased to have 
had the opportunity to use this material. The list below 
reflects the work and enthusiasm of the early plant group 
members. 

Leila's Fern list for Melba Gully 13/2/1977 (previously 
unpublished) 

GLEICHENIACEAE 
Sticherus tener Silky Fan fern 

HYMENOPHYLLACEAE 

Hymenophyllum cupressiforme Common Filmy Fern? 
Hymenhyllum flabellatum Shiny Filmy Fern 
Hymenophyllum australe Austral Filmy Fern 
Polyphlebium venosum Veined Bristle Fern 

DICKSONIACEAE 

Dicksonia antarctica Soft Tree Fern 

DENNSTAEDIACEAE 
Culcita dubia Common Ground Fern 
Hypolepis punctata Downy Ground Fern 
Pteridium esculentum Austral Bracken 
Histiopteris incisa Batswing Fern 

GRAMMITIDACEAE 
Grammitis billardieri Finger Fern 
Ctenopteris heterophylla Gypsy Fern 

POLYPODIACEAE 

Microsorium diversifolium Kangaroo Fern 
ASPLENIACEAE 

Asplenium bulbiferum Mother Spleenwort 
Asplenium flaccidum Weeping Spleenwort 

ASPIDIACEAE 

Polystichum proliferum Mother Shield Fern 
Lastreopsis shepherdii Shiny Shield Fern 

BLECHNACEAE 

Blechnum nudum Fishbone Water Fern 
Blechnum chambersii Lance Water Fern 
Blechnum wattsii Hard Water Fern 
Blechnum minus Soft Water Fern 
Blechnum fluviatile Ray Water Fern 
22 species 
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Grasstree Park Nature Reserve herps survey 

This survey was carried out in accordance with the conditions in our DEPI permit 10006519 and WSIAEC permit 27.12 

Trevor Pescott 


A S part of our ongoing fauna survey of Grasstree Park 
Nature Reserve at Torquay, a 4 x 5 m drift-fence with 
3 buckets and 4 funnels was set along a track through 
the grasstree area of the reserve. 

They were placed on 11/02/15 and collected on 
16/02/15. 

The weather was hot and humid, with heavy rain falling 
on 13/02/15. 

The following are the results of the survey. 

(SVL is the snout-vent length used to determine the size 
of the skinks. Because they sometimes lose their tails, or 
have incomplete ones, overall length can be misleading.) 

In addition to the above, several Garden Skinks and one 
Metallic Skink were seen away from the survey site. 


Species 

No. 

Comments 

Eastern 

11 

Average SVL of the 9 adults - 

Three-lined Skink 


41 mm. Two small individuals 
were also caught - both had 
bright pink colouring on the 
throat. 

Garden Skink 

2 

One was small, SVL 15 mm, 
the other an adult SVL 

40 mm. 

Weasel Skink 

2 

Both were adults, SVL 37 and 

45 mm respectively. 

Metallic Skink 

1 

SVL 62 mm. 

Spotted Marsh 

Frog 

1 


Pobblebonk Frog 

5 



SEANA Autumn Camp 

The SEANA Autumn Camp is at Ballarat this year from 
13-15 March. If you are not on their mailing list, you can 
get information and registration forms from: 

Emily Noble, Secretary: 0433 344 286 
ballaratfnc@amail.com 
Peter Dalman, President: 03 5339 2777 
pdalman@netconnect.com.au 



Weasel Skink, Grasstree Park. Photo: Trevor Pescott 



Eastern Three-lined Skink, Grasstree Park. 
Photo: Trevor Pescott 



Garden Skink. Ocean Grove Nature Reserve. Sep 2014. 
Photo: Trevor Pescott 
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Water for birds in dry central Victoria 

Rosemary and Peter Turner 


S ince we moved to Castlemaine at the end of 
November, there has been little rain. The country 
around is very dry, although thankfully there have been no 
significant fires so far. Our garden (and the whole Munro 
Court complex) was planted about 12 years ago with 
central Victorian native plants sourced from the Goldfields 
Regeneration Nursery at Mandurang, so there is cover for 
small birds, and food when the mallees and correas are 
flowering. Close by are several large mature ironbark 
trees, a splendid Sugar Gum, and (above our shed) a fine 
Eucalyptus leucoxylon that was full of musk lorikeets (and 
one little lorikeet, once) until the flowering stopped. But 
the nearby creek is dry except briefly after rain. 

So we have three bird baths, two directly in front of our 
kitchen/dining area (with binoculars and camera at the 
ready), and one at the back. These are all heavily used, 
and require topping up most days, especially after the 
larger birds have enjoyed a vigorous bath. We keep the 
Birdlife article on identifying thornbills at hand, and are 
getting expert at distinguishing Yellow, Yellow-rumped, 
Striated and Brown Thornbills and Weebill. Large parties 
of Silvereyes are regular visitors, along with Red-browed 
Finches, Superb Fairy-wrens, Grey Fantails, Yellow-faced, 
Brown-headed and New Holland Honeyeaters, Eastern 
Spinebills, White-browed Scrubwrens, Grey 


Shrike-thrushes, Red Wattlebirds, Crimson Rosellas, and 
recently Grey Currawongs—^who really seem to like a 
swim on a hot day—and inevitably a large family of 
blackbirds. Our meals are often disturbed by a quick grab 
for binocs as Rosemary says ‘Who is that visiting?’—this 
evening it was a party of eight finches feeding on seed a 
few metres in front of the house, where I had mown down 
Wallaby Grass before the fire season. 

Many of the small birds often come in a large mixed flock, 
apparently travelling through the local area more-or-less 
together. If there is a larger bird occupying the bath, they 
will hold back respectfully for their turn, but then seem 
happy to share. The low shrubby plants around the 
watering points are used as perches while careful 
approaches are made, and the dense taller shrubs for 
drying off after a drink and a good bath, before they fly off. 

Ern Perkins has reported a decline in numbers of bush 
birds over the many years he has been surveying this 
region, and has linked this in part to the loss of low, dense 
undergrowth—through fires and drought. We can walk 
through the nearby box-ironbark woodlands and see very 
few birds—until we return home! 



‘Flow many Silvereyes... ?’ Photo: Peter Turner 
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You Yangs fauna survey 

5-8 February 2015 

All trapping is carried out in accordance with the conditions in our DEPI permit 10006519 and WSIAEC permit 27.12 

GPS at the ‘bee site’ 55275827E, 5798855N, alt 114m. 

Trevor Pescott 


Location 

The area chosen for the survey was the north-east corner of the 
You Yangs Regional Park, between Drysdale Road, Cressy Gully 
Road and private property on the eastern boundary of the park. 

The area contains several major granite ridges running roughly 
north-east to south-west, with Cressy Gully Road at the western 
end of the ridges. The eastern edge of the ridges extends a short 
distance into the private property. 

On the north of the ridges is a flat area used in the past as a site 
for storing the bee-hives that were distributed through the park. 
This area is known as the ‘bee site’. 

The soils are mainly granitic sands, and there are many very large 
granite boulders with some extensive exfoliated plates. The soil 
was very dry at the time of the survey. 

The vegetation consists of Red Box with some Yellow and River 
Red Gums, Black and Hedge Wattles, Snowy Mintbush, Cherry 
Ballart and other plants including boneseed. There is a heavy 
infestation of Box Mistletoe on the Red Box and to a lesser degree 
on the other eucalypts. 

Weather 

Mainly warm to hot; a mild change overnight brought cooler but 
humid conditions on 8/02/15. 

There was a near-full moon. 

Elliott traps 

Not used in this survey. 

Harp Traps 

Two harp traps were set on two nights in different locations as 
follows: 

1. Harps 1 and 2 were set a short distance apart at the ‘bee site’, 
checked 6/02/15. 

2. Harps 3 and 4 were set in woodland along an un-named track 
that runs north from Great Circle Drive, 1.3 km south of the Cressy 
Gully Road/Great Circle Drive junction, checked 7/02/15. 

Results 

Harp 1: 2 Little Forest Bats 1M/1F 
Harp 2: 6 Little Forest Bats 3M/3F 
Harp 3: 5 Little Forest Bats 3M/2F 
Harp 4: 1 Gould’s Wattled Bat -M/IF 

1 Chocolate Wattled Bat 1M/-F 
3 Lesser Long-eared Bats 2M/1F 
15 Little Forest Bats 10M/5F 

Funnels 

Eight funnels were placed along 20 m of drift fence on 5/02/15, 
among granite ‘plates’ and boulders on the ground. 

Results 

6/02/15: nil caught. 

7/02/15: nil caught 

8/02/15: Striped Skink {Ctenotus robustus), 1 very small individual, 
snout/vent length 38 mm (adults measure about 120 mm.) 

Cameras 

The Club’s cameras were set up on 3/02/15 and collected 8/02/15; 
this is a shorter time than ideal—it is more productive to have them 
in place for at least one week, and preferably longer. 


Cameras 1 and 2 were among the rocky boulders, camera 3 at the 
‘bee site’. 

Camera 1: 20 images including Common Brushtail Possum (3 
photographs, others ‘mis-fires’). One photograph appeared to 
show the distended pouch area of a female carrying a large young. 

Camera 2: some background movement caused multiple mis-fires. 

Camera 3: 18 images including Black (Swamp) Wallaby (15 
photographs) and Common Brushtail Possum (1 photograph). 

[Note: In December 2010, cameras set up at the ‘bee site’ 
captured Short-beaked Echidna, Common 
Brushtail Possum, Black Wallaby and Feral Cat.] 


Mammals 


Short-beaked Echidna 

One seen, fresh diggings noted. 

Common Brushtail Possum 

Photographed on one camera. 

Eastern Grey Kangaroo 

Several small mobs seen. 

Black (Swamp) Wallaby 

Several seen, photographed on 
one camera. 

Gould’s Wattled Bat 

One caught. 

Chocolate Bat 

One caught. 

Lesser Long-eared Bat 

Three caught. 

Little Forest Bat 

28 caught. 

Feral Goat 

At least 3 seen along un-named 
track. 

Red Fox 

Scats noted. 

European Rabbit 

Several seen, scats and 
diggings noted. 

Brown Hare 

One seen. 


Herps 

Tree Dragon (Jacky Lizard) 

One seen. 

Striped Skink (Robust Ctenotus) 

One caught. 

Garden Skink (Lampropholis guichenoti) 

Several seen. 


Other fauna 

Spotted Jezebel butterfly. 

Mistletoe Moth. 

Hide Beetle Omorgus fprob. australa- 
siae) 

About 6 in Harp 3. 



Hide Beetle, You Yangs. Feb 2015 Photo: Trevor Pescott 
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Birds 


Common Bronzewing {heard calling 

White-naped Honeyeater 

throughout the days we were there) 


Crested Pigeon 

Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike 

Wedge-tailed Eagle 

Rufous Whistler 

Galah 

Grey Shrike-thrush 

Long-billed Corella 

Dusky Woodswallow 

Sulphur-crested Cockatoo 

Australian Magpie 

Musk Lorikeet 

Grey Fantail 

Eastern Rosella 

Willie Wagtail 

{family of immature birds seen) 

Laughing Kookaburra 

Little Raven 

Rainbow Bee-eater 

Magpie-lark 

Superb Fairy-wren 

White-winged Chough 

Weebill 

Scarlet Robin 

Brown Thornbill 

Eastern Yellow Robin 

Spotted Pardalote 

Silvereye 

Yellow-faced Honeyeater 

Common Blackbird 

White-plumed Honeyeater 

Common Myna 

Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater 

Mistletoebird 

Red Wattlebird 

Red-browed Finch 

New Holland Honeyeater 

European Goldfinch 


Thanks 

Sincere thanks to Parks Victoria for 
permission to carry out the survey. 

Thanks to Melbourne Museum for identifying 
the beetle. 

Many thanks to Grace Lewis for compiling 
the bird list, and to Grace and Deborah for 
assistance in setting up and dismantling the 
equipment. 




Box Mistletoe, You Yangs. Feb 2015 Photo: Trevor Pescott Austral Tobacco, You Yangs. Feb 2015 Photo: Trevor Pescott 


Estuaries Unmasked 
Night Seminar Series 

Tuesday 24 March 2015, 6.30-8.30 p.m. 

Come and see Corio Bay in a different way 

Includes guest speakers from the Nature Conservancy and 
The Australian Marine Oil Spill Centre 

‘When things go wrong...oil spill response for estuaries and bays’ 

and 

‘The way it used to be...restoring Corio Bay’s shellfish reefs’ 

The Royal Geelong Yacht Club 
24 Eastern Beach Road, Geelong 

Supper provided 

RSVP essential, required by March 17 
Call 5232 9100 for enquiries and bookings 
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Butterfly gardening? 


I was admiring the large list of butterfly observations in 
the February GFNC magazine when one flitted past my 
window. It was a lovely one, dark, with creamy-yellow wing 
spots. But there was no way I could report it, or any of the 
other butterflies I see, because I don’t know their names! 

I hot-footed it up to Valda Dedman’s place to ask her. She 
kindly loaned me Ross P. Field’s Butterflies: Identification 
and History, published by Museum Victoria in 2013, a 
beautiful and very necessary text. I sat down to learn. 

On page 19 Mr Field includes a paragraph called Butterfly 
Gardening. ‘Butterflies can be encouraged into and 
retained within a garden by strategically planting nectar 
plants for the adults and food plants for the larvae ... A 
wide range of plants should be selected,’ he tells us, ’... 
both native and introduced ... nectar producing ... through¬ 
out spring, summer and autumn...’ 

For each species he provides a section called ‘Larval food 
plants’. I decided to look up the species that had been 
reported in the February magazine. This is a total of 
sixteen, though Valda tells me that we could see perhaps 
fifty-six species in the Geelong region, and growing! 

I see that I need to increase the range of nectar-producing 
plants to cover the whole of summer and autumn as well 
as spring when my garden is at its most colourful. I have 
nine different wattle species, which he also commends, 
but all but one flower in late winter and spring. 

To my dismay I discover that a number of the weeds 
which I have assiduously removed have probably been 
supporting butterflies! Yellow Admirals love nettles, and 
Australian Painted Ladies are attracted to capeweed! I 
have none of these left. 


Lynne Clarke 

Common Grass-blues enjoy all types of legumes, 
including the clovers now almost all gone from my garden. 

I must grow more native, ground-hugging legumes, and 
more peas and beans, not minding when they are chewed 
to bits. 

I used to have a swathe of Panic Veldtgrass which I 
systematically fed to my chooks, or converted into straw 
for their bedding. But it probably fed many Greenish Grass 
-dart larvae as I have several times had quite large 
numbers of adults dancing in the same area. Common 
Browns like it too, but also a range of other native grasses. 

Fortunately the Weeping Grass I have encouraged round 
the back where it is fairly shady is important to Ringed 
Xenicas, and the mass of Wallaby Grass in the more 
exposed front is enjoyed by Marbled Xenicas. No wonder I 
have seen quite a number of these. I will scatter seeds of 
Golden Everlastings amongst it for Australian Painted 
Ladies. 

I must discover some Red-fruited Saw-sedge for Varied 
Sword-grass Browns and Varied Sedge-skippers, and 
increase the number of Lomandra longifolia plants for 
Splendid Ochres. I must also divide my lovely Velvet 
Grass tussocks, to develop them. This is my favourite 
grass, and is also loved by Marbled Xenicas. 

Meadow Argus enjoy a huge range of plants so no wonder 
they frequent the Geelong Botanic Gardens. Mistletoes 
are to be encouraged for Jezebels as well as for 
honeyeaters. 

On Wednesday 11 February, in the middle of a sunny, still 
afternoon, it was a Yellow Admiral that drifted past my 
window. 
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Carnivorous seed eaters 


Tom Fletcher 


Y OU probably won't find this in the reference books but 
here at Ocean Grove my seed eaters have decided on 
a change of diet. 

The normal mince meat eaters are the Australian Magpies, 
Grey Butcherbirds, Noisy Miners, White Ibis, Pied 
Currawongs, Magpielarks and Little Ravens. 


Some months ago I noticed the Eastern Rosellas would 
abandon a ‘juicy’ pile of wheat to do combat over the 
mince meat, even bluffing the magpies into submission. 
Other seed eaters showing a preference for the mince 
meat include Common Bronzewing, Galah and Spotted 
Turtle Dove. 


A breeding record of the Eastern Koel in the Geelong region 

Trevor Pescott 



Juvenile Koel, Highton. 1/02/15 


Photo: Trevor Pescott 


Juvenile Koel, Highton. 1/02/15 


Photo: Trevor Pescott 



T he Eastern Koel Eudynamys scolopacea is ’a large cuckoo 
with distinctive voice, plumage and habits’ (Pizzey 1980). 
With a length of 40-46 cm it is considerably larger than the Pallid 
Cuckoo (28-33 cm). 

It is a breeding migrant to north and east Australia, from the 
Kimberley (WA) to the south coast of NSW, and it is ‘casual’ to 
eastern Victoria (Pizzey and Knight, 1997). 

The koel is a ‘nest-parasite’, using friarbirds, wattlebirds, miners, 
orioles, figbirds and Magpie-larks as the hosts. The eggs 
resemble those of the Red Wattlebird both in colour and size. It 
seems likely the Highton birds used wattlebirds as their hosts. 

Over the last decade or so, records indicate it has extended its 
range, and since 2007 it has been recorded each year in the 
Geelong region (Geelong Bird Reports). 

There is only one earlier report of the koel in our region, a bird 
heard and seen at St Laurence Park, Lara, on 13/03/2003 by 
Colin Goldberg. 

Prior to 2015 the records appear to be solitary birds, usually 
males, but in January this year both male and female have been 
noted at the same locality, at the Geelong Botanic Gardens and 
in Highton respectively. 


On 30 January 2015, Antonia and John Hosking noticed a 
strange bird on the first floor deck of their home in Keram 
Crescent, Highton. They regularly feed a family of Australian 


Magpies, and Pied Currawongs also bring their fledglings for a 
feed of mince meat. 

At first glimpse they thought it was a juvenile sparrowhawk, but it 
was obvious to them on a closer look it lacked the raptor beak 
and feet, and was clearly not a hawk. It appeared somewhat 
distressed as it sat on the rim of a shallow terracotta bird-bath 
with its tail in the water, so they placed a wooden rail for it to 
perch on. They also offered some fresh mince meat which it ate. 
In the following days it gained strength and flew between the 
mature Moreton Bay Figs and other trees in their and 
neighbouring gardens. 

Antonia sent me one of the photographs taken the first time they 
saw it, and I was surprised to realise it was a juvenile koel. 

It could usually be found by its ‘fee-eep’ call, a typical cuckoo 
begging call, made every few minutes. However, apart from one 
occasion when a Red Wattlebird touched its beak - but 
apparently not passing food - the other birds in the area ignore it. 

At the time of writing (21/02/15) the adult or adults are still in the 
area. ‘The parent makes himself, or herself, known all night every 
night with the annoying cry,’ according to Antonia. 

References 

Pizzey, G. & Doyle, R. 1980, A Field Guide to the Birds of 
Australia, Collins, Sydney. 

Pizzey, G. & Knight, F. 1997, Field Guide to the Birds of 
Australia, Harper Collins, Sydney. 
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Butterfly report 


Valda Dedman 


T he most noteworthy butterfly report was that of a 
Lesser Wanderer in Highton. 

Tom Fletcher’s observation that the Long-tailed Pea-Blues 
are easy to spot because of the way they rub their wings 
up and down on alighting is perhaps unique. And what was 
the half-sized Greenish Grass-dart? 

Dean and Cameron have been working on upgrading the 
Butterfly Report page on our website. I will now be able to 


receive those observations as emails. You will notice a 
drop down list of 56 possible butterflies for our Geelong 
district. Our present database contains 41 species. 

Observers: 

CMo, Craig Morley; JN, John Newman; JPo, Jenny 
Possingham; PWa, Phil Watson; TFI, Tom Fletcher; TP, 
Trevor Pescott; VWD, Valda Dedman 


Greenish Grass-dart 

30/01/15 

Woodlands Estate, Ocean Grove 

1 on same flower at same time as Long-tailed Pea-Blue. 

TFI 


13/02/15 

Woodlands Estate, Ocean Grove 

2 in garden. 

TFI 


13/02/15 

69 North Valley Rd Highton 

1 in garden. 

VWD 


14/02/15 

69 North Valley Rd Highton 

2 in garden at 11.45 a.m. 

VWD 


14/02/15 

Highton 

1 in yard at 12.30 p.m. 

JN 


16/02/15 

Woodlands Estate, Ocean Grove 

10, one appeared half the size of the 'normal' ones. Ac¬ 
companied in flight by a ‘normal’ one. 

TFI 


17/02/15 

Belmont 

Several in garden. 

TP 

Spotted Jezebel 

03/02/15 

You Yangs 

1 flying around mistletoe. 

TP 

Cabbage White 

30/01/15 

Woodlands Estate, Ocean Grove 

Present in garden. 

TFI 


16/02/15 

Woodlands Estate, Ocean Grove 

4 flying around garden but not in the vicinity of the small 
butterflies. 

TFI 


19/02/15 

Yaugher 

Many. 

TP 

Varied Sword-grass 

27/12/14 

Gum Flat Rd 

1 in hot sun. 

JN 

Brown 






19/02/15 

Yaugher 

1 

TP 

Marbled Xenica 

25/12/14 

Wensleydale 

Present for month in yard. 

JN 


06/01/15 

Thompson's Track near Yaugher 

A few along the track. 

TP 


10/02/15 

Wensleydale 

10+ in front yard at 10.30 a.m. 

JN 

Common Brown 

30/02/15 

Woodlands Estate, Ocean Grove 

Present in garden. 

TIF 

Spotted Brown 

19/02/15 

Yaugher 

3, seem to prefer shaded rather than sunny areas. 

TP 

Meadow Argus 

02/02/15 

Geelong Botanic Gardens 

1 

JPo 

Yellow Admiral 

2701/15 

Fairmont Rd Newtown 

1 

CMo 


06/02/15 

Moolap saltworks 

1 

CMo, 

PWa 


19/02/15 

Yaugher 

1 attracted to nettles in garden 

TP 

Lesser Wanderer 

07/02/15 

North Valley Rd Highton 

1 at 2.30 p.m. near shops at corner of Mt Pleasant Rd. 

JN 

Saltbush Blue 

12/02/15 

Eastern Park stormwater pond 

1 at 6 p.m. 

JN 

Long-tailed 

30/01/15 

Woodlands Estate, Ocean Grove 

1 on same flower at same time as Greenish Grass-dart. 

TFI 

Pea-blue 






16/02/15 

Woodlands Estate, Ocean Grove 

6. Upon landing, they slide their hind wings alternately up 
and down. 

TFI 

Common 

30/01/15 

Woodlands Estate, Ocean Grove 

Present In garden. 

TFI 

Grass-blue 






16/02/15 

Woodlands Estate, Ocean Grove 

20 in garden. 

TFI 


19/02/15 

Yaugher 

A few flying. 

TP 



Common Brown (male), Geelong Botanic Gardens. Jan 2015 Photo: David Tytherleigh 
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Fauna report 


T he discovery of a Red-bellied Black Snake on the 
Geelong-Ballan Road in December has brought 
another interesting sighting of the species earlier in the 
year at Graham’s Creek in a different part of the Brisbane 
Ranges. It appears that the species is quite widely 
distributed across the ranges, and one wonders why we 
haven’t known of them in the earlier decades. They are 
found in the Lerderderg Gorge, according to the wonderful 
book Melbourne’s Wildlife (Museum Victoria, 2006), and 
there are records from the Little River, below the Brisbane 
Ranges. 

Hot weather in January opened the opportunity for 
bat-trapping in the Otway Ranges where we know all too 
little about the microbats. Unfortunately it is difficult to 


Trevor Pescott 


plan in advance when this can take place as it is a 
day-to-day decision, but if any Club members would like 
to be involved please contact me at 
ppescott@optLisnet.com .au 

However, we will be undertaking harp-trapping as part of 
our next fauna surveys at the Floating Islands and 
Torquay, and so long as the weather holds, at the Eastern 
Otways survey. 

The discovery by Barry Lingham of a Tassled Anglerfish 
on the Pt. Addis beach reinforces the wonderful 
opportunity of finding interesting beach-washed 
specimens. It is well worth a beach-walk to look for such 
things particularly after stormy or rough weather. 


Mammals 





Short-beaked Echidna 

2 

05/01/15 

Two echidnas about 200 m apart, near the Yaugher pine plantation. 
Cemetery Road, at 1.30 p.m., in light rain. They appeared to be 
actively searching for food. 

SI, TP 


1 

11/01/15 

At our place on Brickmakers Road, Bambra, 1 observed a very large 
echidna in a dam about a metre from the edge. The water was up to 
his/her midline and 1 was not sure if it was floating or wading. After it 
left the water and clambered up the bank (it stopped for a good 
scratch) 1 could see that the water was probably shallow enough for 
at least some of its weight to have been supported by the clay/silt 
there. (Email from Kester Baines.) 

per TP 


1 

25/01/15 

On Gherang Road, near Prices Road. 

JN 

Koala 

1 

19/01/15 

Thompson Track, Otway Ranges, photographed on a movement- 
activated camera 

HSc, 

LBr, TP 

Common Brushtail 

Possum 

2 

11/02/15 

Newtown, sparring on telegraph wires; one lost its balance a couple 
of times and nearly fell. 

CFr 

Red-necked Wallaby 

Few 

09/01/15 

Observed during a drive through the Yaugher pine plantation. There 
were also Eastern Grey Kangaroos and Black (Swamp) Wallabies 
seen. 

TP 

Grey-headed Flying-fox 

10+ 

14/02/15 

At 9.00 p.m., flying over Victoria Terrace, heading south-west from 
the city direction, possibly following the course of the Barwon River. 

TP 

White-striped Freetail Bat 

2 

15/02/15 

Newtown, circling overhead at dusk, echo-locating calls heard. 

CFr 

Chocolate Wattled Bat 

5 

23/01/15 

Thompson Track, Otway Ranges, 3M/2F. 

TP 

Eastern False Pipistrelle 

6 

23/01/15 

Thompson Track, Otway Ranges, 4M/2F. 

TP 

Lesser Long-eared Bat 

1 

23/01/15 

Thompson Track, Otway Ranges, -M/IF. 

TP 

Large Forest Bat 

1 

23/01/15 

Thompson Track, Otway Ranges, -M/IF. 

TP 

Southern Forest Bat 

3 

23/01/15 

Thompson Track, Otway Ranges, 1M/2F. 

TP 

Bush Rat 

1 

19/01/15 

Thompson Track, Otway Ranges, photographed on a movement- 
activated camera. 

HSc, 

LBr, TP 

Red Fox 

1 

19/01/15 

Begola Wetlands, Ocean Grove—where 1 also found the 
remains of a Latham’s Snipe! 

GD 


2 

26/01/15 

Baench’s Lane, Flospital Swamp, adjacent to the car park. 1 was 
interested to hear a feeble ‘roar’ or growl as they sprinted together 
from the stony paddock back to the lignum cover. 

JN 

Feral Cat 

1 

19/01/15 

Thompson Track, Otway Ranges, photographed on a movement- 
activated camera. 

HSc, 

LBr, TP 

Fallow Deer 

4 

26/01/15 

Hospital Swamp, Baench’s Lane end, down over the back levee 
bank in paddocks. One was a lot smaller than the other three, 
presumably a young animal. 

JN 

Brown Hare 

1 

13/02/15 

Observed at the Barwon Heads golf course. 

GD 
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Herps 

Striped Marsh Frog 

1 

09/01/15 

Fleard calling from a waterhole in the Yaugher pine plantation. 

TP 

Spotted Marsh Frog 

1 

06/01/15 

Yaugher, found dead in my garden patch. 

TP 


4 

20/01/15 

Under tiles and debris. Ocean Grove Nature Reserve. 

GD, TP 

Pobblebonk 

1 

04/01/15 

Gherang Gherang Reserve, photographed at night. 

DTy 

Common Froglet 

2 

20/01/15 

Under tiles and debris. Ocean Grove Nature Reserve. 

GD, TP 

Growling Grass Frog 

1 

14/01/15 

Fleard calling, Barwon Heads golf course. 

GD 

Leathery Turtle 

1 

06/02/15 

Western Treatment Plant, hind flippers and other parts of the body 
found on the beach between Beacon Point and the Lake Borrie 

MHz 




outlet. It seems likely the turtle was the same one seen off Altona 
beach on 17/12/14. The injuries seem to indicate the turtle had 
been struck by ship propellers. 


Marbled Gecko 

1 

24/01/15 

Photographed at night on the wall of a garage at Torquay. 

GGt 


1 

05/02/15 

Craigie Road, Newtown, scurrying across a garden path. 

CFr 

Eastern Three-lined Skink 

4 

20/01/15 

Under tiles. Ocean Grove Nature Reserve. 

GD, TP 

Southern Water Skink 

1 

18/01/15 

Buckley Falls, on a rocky platform above the falls. 

(GFNC excursion) 

BL 

Garden Skink guichenoti 

Few 

20/01/15 

Ocean Grove Nature Reserve. 

GD,TP 

Southern Grass Skink 

1 

20/01/15 

Observed in the grasstree area at the north-west corner of the 

GD,TP 

entrecasteauxii 



Ocean Grove Nature Reserve. 


Tree Dragon (Jacky Lizard) 

2 

15/02/15 

Point Addis, in heathy area on the cliff top. They ‘played dead’ 

GPh per 




even when gently prodded, and were still in the same place an 
hour later. 

LPh 

Tiger Snake 

1 

19/01/15 

On Boundary Road, Yaugher, near the mountain bike car park. 

HSc, LBr 

Lowland Copperhead 

1 

19/01/15 

Observed Begola Wetlands, Ocean Grove. 

GD 


Other sightings 

Tasselled Anglerfish 

1 

24/01/15 

Beach-washed near the South Bells Beach car-park/Pt Addis 

BL 

Rhycherus filamentosus 



area. 





‘A moderately large anglerfish with skin densely covered in long 
filaments, and a large fishing lure resembling a marine worm. 
Brownish to reddish above with dark and light bars and 
blotches, pale below. Although fairly common, the Tassled 

Anglerfish is extremely well camouflaged and not easily 

seen.’ (Dianne J. Bray, http://www.fishesofaustralia.net.au/home/ 

species/3841) 



Observers: BL, Barry Lingham; CFr, Chrissy Freestone; DTy, David Tytherleigh; GD, Guy Dutson; GGt, Geoff 
Gates; GPh, Gemma Phelan; FISc, Helen Schofield; JN, John Newman; LBr, Lance Breguet; 

LPh, Lorraine Phelan; MHz, Maarten Hulzebosch; SI, Shona Innes; TP, Trevor Pescott. 



Pobblebonk frog, Gerang Gerang Reserve. Jan 2015 Photo: David Tytherleigh 
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Next Fauna Surveys 

Floating Islands 

5-8 March 2015 

It is back to the Stony Rises and the Floating Islands Reserve for the autumn survey there. 

We will concentrate on harp trapping, but unless it is too hot, we can do some Elliott trapping as well. 

There will also be the opportunity to undertake some random searching under scattered roofing iron and other 
material lying on the ground. This is a rich source of reptiles and invertebrates. 

Thursday 5 March:1.00 p.m. meet at the large car park on Princes highway about 20 km west of Colac. 
Friday 6 to Sunday 8 March: 8.00 a m. meet as above. 


Deep Creek and Spring Creek, Torquay 

9-12 April 2015 

Following the success we had in surveying the fauna at Grasstree Nature Reserve, we have been asked by the Surf 
Coast Shire to do similar fauna surveys at another four of their small reserves. 

We have no idea what may be found here but they are close to Geelong and so will compensate somewhat for the 
travel involved in more distant places. It seems reasonable to ‘pair’ the reserves and for this reason it is suggested we 
start with the Deep Creek and Spring Creek reserves. 

Travel from Geelong, turn left into Darian Street then again left into Fisher Street Meet where the walking 
track and creek are crossed by the street 

Thursday 9 April: 1.00 p.m. at the meeting point on Fisher Street. 

FridaylO to Sunday 12 April: 8.00 a m. meet as above. 

Eastern Otways 

7-10 May 2015 

Site still to be determined. 


New business cards 

Business cards have been produced to promote and advertise the Geelong Field Naturalists and GFNC Bird group. We 
would encourage members to distribute to friends and acquaintances. The cards will be available at the general 
meetings and bird group meetings. Craig Morley & David Boyle 


Wider Geelong Flora Lecture 
Tuesday 10 March 2015 
7.30 p.m. 

Guest speaker: Tony Cavanagh 
‘Bizarre is Beautiful’ 

Australian plants grown in Great Britain and Europe in the 18th and 19th centuries 
Tony has been growing Australian plants since the early 1970’s and has a particular interest in dryandras. His 
research has been able to document the introduction of nearly 1200 species showing the staggering interest in 

Australian plants in Europe, even 200 years ago. 

Venue: Friends Room, Geelong Botanic Gardens 
Contact: Barry Lingham 
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Summer Wader Count 2015 


John Newman 


T he three day Summer Wader Count for 2015 took 
place over 6-8 February. 22 counters participated in 
various combinations over the three days to cover the 
main high tide roosts for waders on the Bellarine 
Peninsula. The weather was warm and all sites were 
visited. The overall numbers of waders was similar to 
2014 with the notable difference being that no Banded 
Stilts were documented on the count weekend. They had 
been recorded at Moolap Saltworks just days before the 
official count and have been seen since. Such is the 
nomadic nature of these birds. 


Many thanks are extended to everyone involved who 
contribute each year to the monitoring of these highly at 
risk birds, many of which perform migratory feats to rival 
any creature on earth. The Australian Wader Study Group 
continues to utilise the data we collect to help in the 
global conservation of shorebirds. 

The tables summarising the wader count totals are found 
below. 


Species 

TOTAL 

Moolap 

Saltworks 

TOTAL 

Connewarre/ 

Misc 

TOTAL 

Swan 

Bay 

TOTAL 

Bellarine 

Peninsula 

2015 

TOTAL 

Summer 

2014 

Australian Pied Oystercatcher 

9 

2 

20 

31 

41 

Sooty Oystercatcher 

1 

0 

0 

1 

2 

Black-winged Stilt 

121 

169 

25 

315 

647 

Red-necked Avocet 

234 

9 

40 

283 

30 

Banded Stilt 

0 

0 

0 

0 

44 

Pacific Golden Plover 

0 

36 

5 

41 

10 

Grey Plover 

0 

0 

22 

22 

27 

Red-capped Plover 

140 

127 

217 

484 

477 

Double-banded Plover 

0 

0 

0 

0 

16 

Black-fronted Dotterel 

5 

24 

0 

29 

34 

Hooded Plover 

0 

2 

0 

2 

5 

Red-kneed Dotterel 

1 

6 

0 

7 

100 

Banded Lapwing 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Masked Lapwing 

139 

255 

121 

515 

599 

Latham's Snipe 

0 

53 

0 

53 

39 

Black-tailed Godwit 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

Bar-tailed Godwit 

0 

0 

82 

82 

94 

Eastern Curlew 

0 

0 

20 

20 

31 

Common Sandpiper 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Grey-tailed Tattler 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Common Greenshank 

56 

69 

22 

147 

171 

Marsh Sandpiper 

166 

0 

0 

166 

117 

Wood Sandpiper 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Ruddy Turnstone 

0 

0 

77 

77 

23 

Great Knot 

0 

0 

7 

7 

1 

Red Knot 

0 

0 

113 

113 

57 

Red-necked Stint 

1,263 

3,571 

1,384 

6,218 

5,314 

Pectoral Sandpiper 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 

249 

48 

257 

554 

817 

Curlew Sandpiper 

222 

12 

533 

767 

1,038 

Unidentified small waders 

300 

206 

0 

506 

400 

Unidentified medium waders 


13 

6 

19 


TOTALS: 

2,906 

4,602 

2,951 

10,459 

10,137 
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GFNC excursion: Airey’s Inlet 
15 February 2015 


Barry Lingham 


T he weather was kind to us on our trip to this coastal area 
with a warm, but not too hot day. We began the day at the 
edge of the Painkalac estuary, checking the saltmarsh and 
coastal vegetation that was growing on the edge of the estuary 
and on the nearby exposed cliffs. The estuary was blocked by a 
sandbar, as is common at this time of year. 

As the sand bar builds up at the estuary mouth, high tides allow 
an overflow of sea water to spill into the estuary. This saline 
water is heavier than freshwater and tends to form a wedge of 
oxygen-depleted saltwater on the bottom layer of the estuary. 
When freshwater floods into the estuary after significant rain, the 
water level may become high enough to breach the sandbar and 
a sudden release of the estuary water ensues. The top layer 
tends to flow out first, often trapping fish and other aquatic 
wildlife in the bottom layer of oxygen-depleted water. This can 
lead to the sudden death of many fish. 

Around the edges of the estuary were many saltmarsh plants. 
Saltbush Blue butterflies were seen landing on introduced 
Chenopodium album bushes. 



Field Nats check out fossils at Aireys Inlet Photo: Diana Primrose 


Many fish were seen in the estuary, including Bream and some 
other smaller species. Little Pied Cormorants were noted fishing 
under the water and Great Cormorants appreciated a dead tree 
to perch upon. A short walk to the beach allowed the discovery 
of crabs plus two small salmon (left in a rock pool by fishermen). 

The smooth sand showed the tracks of several animals that had 
been out in the previous night. 

We left the estuary and travelled to the cliff tops near the 
lighthouse. Descending a long flight of stairs took us to the 
beach, flanked by tall cliffs formed during the Tertiary Period. 

The low tide allowed us to move along the rock platform to view 
Eagle Rock. The base of this formation is composed of olivine 
basalt from the Older Volcanic eruptions in the Oligocene peri¬ 
od. The top section is composed of sandy limestone and lies 
unconformably on the basalt. 

Most of the cliffs in the area are part of the ‘Point Addis 
Limestone’ formation. Successive deposition, inundation by the 
sea and exposure to the air, formed the bedding layers of the 
rock. We were able to note many fossils of marine creatures in 
some of the layers, including bryozoans and echinoderms. The 
action of water seeping through the limestone had created a 
large pipe to the surface at one site. 

An interesting discovery on the rocks was a recently dead 
Black-faced Cormorant. Of the five species of cormorant seen 
locally, the Black-faced is the only one that does not visit 
freshwater wetlands. It may be seen roosting on offshore rocky 
platforms, but it spends most of its life hunting for fish in the 
ocean. Inspection showed the black face between the beak and 
eye and the black ‘trousers’ on the legs. 

After the climb back up to the cliff top, we met Jeff and Polly who 
had walked along the cliff track. They were rewarded by 
observing Rufous Bristlebirds, Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoos 
and Nankeen Kestrels. 

The last stop was Sunnymead Beach, at the end of Boundary 
Road. There we explored rock pools and snorkelled in the 
sheltered spots, noting fish and the life of the rock platforms. A 
highlight was the lovely rock arch formation over one of the sites 
where we snorkelled. 



Pottering in the rock pools at Sunnymead Beach 
Photo: Diana Primrose 



Examining saltmarch plants at Aireys Inlet 
Photo: Alison Watson 
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Some Plants of the Painkalac Estuary 


Common Name 

Species Name 

Coast Wattle 

Acacia longifolia 

Sea Box 

Alyxia buxifolia 

Sea Celery 

Apium prostratum 

Orache 

Atriplex prostrata 

Sea Rocket 

Cakile sp 

Karkalla 

Carpobrotus ross/7 

Small-leaf Clematis 

Clematis microphylla 

Austral Salt-grass 

Distichlis distichophylla 

Trailing Hemichroa 

Hemichroa pentandra 

Sea Rush 

Juncus krausii 

Coast Tea-tree 

Leptospermum laevigatum 

Cushion Bush 

Leucophyta brownii 

Coast Beard Heath 

Leucopogon parviflorus 

Moonah 

Melaleuca lanceolata 

Climbing Lignum 

Muehlenbeckia adpressa 

Boobialla 

Myoporum insuiare 

Tree Everlasting 

Ozothamnus ferrugineus 

Coast Pomaderris 

Pomaderris paniculosa subsp. paralia 

Seaberry Saltbush 

Rhagodia candolleana 
subsp. candolleana 

Creeping Brookweed 

Samolus repens 

Beaded Glasswort 

Sarcocornia quinqueflora 

Coast Bonefruit 

Threlkeldia diffusa 

Bower Spinach 

Tetragonia implexicoma 


Bird List 


Cliff Walk 

Painkalac Estuary 

Australasian Gannet 1 

Pacific Black Duck 12 

Nankeen Kestrel 2 

Little Pied Cormorant 3 

Yellow-tailed 

Great Cormorant 5 

Black-Cockatoo 10 

White-necked Heron 4 

Rufous Bristlebird 3 

Black-shouldered Kite 

Yellow-faced Honeyeater 9 

(Australian) 1 

Singing Honeyeater 5 

Masked Lapwing 2 

Tree Martin 8 

Pacific Gull 4 

Silver Gull 8 

Allen Noble Sanctuary 

Sulphur-crested Cockatoo 2 

Grey Teal 6 

Crimson Rosella 4 

Little Black Cormorant 1 

Laughing Kookaburra 1 

Purple Swamphen 12 

Singing Honeyeater 8 

Dusky Moorhen 3 

Little Wattlebird 4 

Eurasian Coot 5 

Red Wattlebird 5 

Superb Fairy-wren 6 

New Holland Honeyeater 15 

Grey Fantail 4 

Australian Magpie 11 

Common Blackbird 1 

Pied Currawong 1 

Willie Wagtail 8 

Little Raven 8 

Magpie-lark 1 

Welcome Swallow 48 
Common Starling 14 

House Sparrow 10 



‘The Arch’, Aireys Inlet. 


Photo: Barry Lingham 


Contemplating a beach-washed Black-faced Cormorant at 

Aireys In let 
Photo: Alison Watson 




A lucky find—crab at Aireys Inlet Photo: Barry Lingham Beach-washed Black-faced Cormorant Photo: Barry Lingham 
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Mid-week Bird Group excursion 
Lake Victoria, Point Lonsdale 
26 February 2015 


Susan Kruss 


A pproximately 22 birdos and other club members arrived at 
the end of Emily Street, Point Lonsdale around 9 a.m. With 
excellent car-parking attendants directing traffic we managed to 
fit about ten cars in a car park designed for about three. 

Polly pointed out a Wire-leaf Mistletoe {Amyema preissii) on a 
Coast Wirilda {Acacia uncifolia) as we went through the gate into 
Lonsdale Lakes State Reserve. Further along the path, Common 
Grass-blue Butterflies were feeding on the flowering saltmarsh 
plants. 

Just through the gate in the main lake there were three Little 
Black Cormorants on the rocks, one Caspian Tern and several 
Little Egrets. As we stood watching them, a huge flock of over 
500 grebes swam past including both Great Crested and 
Hoary-headed Grebes. 

In the pond to the left was a flock of Red-necked Avocets and 
about 12 Royal Spoonbills as well as numerous Black Swans 
and a large mixed flock of Grey and Chestnut Teal. 


Species 

No. 

Species 

No. 

Musk Duck 

3 

Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 

10 

Black Swan 

210 

Curlew Sandpiper 

945 

Grey Teal 

860 

Little Tern 

X 

Chestnut Teal 

210 

Fairy Tern 

32 

Hoary-headed Grebe 

525 

Caspian Tern 

1 

Great Crested Grebe 

35 

Silver Gull 

75 

Spotted Dove 

2 

Yellow-tailed 

Black-Cockatoo 

5 

White-throated Needletail 

5 

Eastern Rosella 

6 

Fork-tailed Swift 

3 

Superb Fairy-wren 

2 

Little Pied Cormorant 

1 

White-browed Scrubwren 

1 

Great Cormorant 

6 

Striated Fieldwren 

3 

Little Black Cormorant 

9 

Red Wattlebird 

5 

Australian Pelican 

20 

White-fronted Chat 

2 

White-faced Heron 

4 

New Holland Honeyeater 

5 

Little Egret 

15 

Grey Butcherbird 

1 

Royal Spoonbill 

21 

Australian Magpie 

6 

Black-shouldered Kite 

1 

Pied Currawong 

X 

Whistling Kite 

1 

Grey Fantail 

2 

Eurasian Coot 

14 

Willie Wagtail 

1 

Black-winged Stilt 

42 

Little Raven 

X 

Red-necked Avocet 

42 

Silvereye 

6 

Red-capped Plover 

28 

Welcome Swallow 

15 

Hooded Plover 

2 

Common Starling 

6 

Masked Lapwing 

8 

Red-browed Finch 

2 

Common Greenshank 

17 

House Sparrow 

20 

Red-necked Stint 

350 

Common Greenfinch 

1 



Red-necked Stints, Lake Victoria Photo: Susan Kruss 


A Black-shouldered Kite flew overhead. A line of posts provided 
roosts for several Great Cormorants. 

In the main lake there were large numbers of Curlew Sandpipers 
and Red-necked Stints along with a few Sharp-tailed 
Sandpipers. Common Greenshanks were heard and seen flying. 
A pair of Red-capped Plovers protected a small chick. The 
coolish grey morning light provided beautiful reflections in the 
shallow water and excellent viewing of the waders. 

At the far end of the track Fairy Terns, a Little Tern and Hooded 
Plovers were seen, while White-throated Needletails and 
Fork-tailed Swifts were seen overhead. 

By lunchtime the sun was shining quite fiercely as we sat beside 
the lake and counted up the morning’s bird list. 

Thank you to David Boyle for organising the excursion and 
Angus, Margaret, Richard and others who contributed with their 
local and plant and bird knowledge. 



Birding at Lake Victoria 


Photo: David Boyle 



Red-capped Plover and chick Photo: David Boyle 
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Superb Fairy-wren, Lake Victoria Photo: David Boyle 


Red-necked Stint & Curlew Sandpiper, Lake Victoria 
Photo: Margaret Alcorn 


The GFNC affiliates with BirdLife Australia 


S ince the inception of the GFNC Bird Group, members have 
been actively involved in surveys, conservation battles and 
education campaigns to promote the 

conservation and understanding of our native birds. During that 
time, we have often worked alongside like-minded groups. 
GFNC members participated in the Royal Australian 
Ornithological Union (later Birds Australia) surveys of waders, 
waterfowl, OBPs, Regent Honeyeaters and Beach Nesting 
Birds. After the amalgamation between Birds Australia and the 
Bird Observation & Conservation Australia group, we continued 
our close cooperation with the new BirdLife Australia organisa¬ 
tion. We have been fortunate to have many speakers from Bird- 
Life Australia giving talks to the GFNC Bird Group. 

Craig Morley has been very active in strengthening the links 
between the GFNC and the new BirdLife Australia organisation. 
After extensive consultation, and ratification by the GFNC com¬ 
mittee, we have signed an affiliation agreement document to 
formalise the relationship between our two organisations. 


Barry Lingham 

The Affiliated Groups agreement is based on the 
following principles for cooperation: 

• regular two-way communication between BirdLife 
Australia and the GFNC; 

• cooperation in matters of national conservation and 
advocacy, where policies are aligned; 

• sharing of data, information and expertise for 
research and conservation purposes; 

• participation in and, where agreed, delivery of field 
activities and projects in support of BirdLife 
Australia's programs. 

We look forward to working with BirdLife Australia to further 
promote the conservation and study of birds. Congratulations to 
Craig on being the driving force to create this important 
agreement. 



Ballion’s Crake, Eastern Park Storage Pond. Jan 2015 Photo: David Tytherleigh 
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Bird observations 
January-February 2015 


John Newman, Craig Morley and Rod Lowther 


A milder summer has seen many of our wetlands still 

containing water and not surprisingly, waterbirds comprise 
many of the records for this period. Immense numbers of Magpie 
Geese continue to enthral birders at Serendip from the mobile 
western Victoria flock. Freckled Ducks have been spotted in 
numerous locations ahead of the duck season, while good 
numbers of Glossy Ibis at Hospital Swamps and a new location 
for Baillon’s Crake in Eastern Park have rewarded observers 
frequenting these wetlands. Banded Stilts have been predictably 
nomadic with the very large Moolap flock completely 
disappearing for the summer wader count weekend. The records 
below show a great variety of waders in numerous locations. 


Lake Victoria is a great haunt for late season Curlew Sandpipers 
feeding prior to migration north. 

The Arctic Jaeger is always a noteworthy bird in the Bay and 
various Fairy Tern records encourage us to keep an eye out for 
these dainty threatened birds. The juvenile Eastern Koel is the 
first confirmed record of local breeding and the rehabilitated 
Cowie’s Creek is providing ongoing habitat for a surprising 
variety of species. Black-chinned Honeyeater at Bannockburn 
was a great find and Eynesbury still manages to provide habitat 
for Speckled Warblers and Diamond Firetails despite housing 
pressure. Zebra Finches at Moolap were a major noteworthy 
highlight at the bird group outing. 


Bird Species 

No. 

Date 

Location 

Comment 

Obs code 

Stubbie Quail 

1 

08/02/15 

Queenscliff 

Single bird flushed from low saltmarsh with large grass tufts. Flew 
silently, low and direct, some 2 m above ground for 50 m then 
dropped to ground. 

JN 

Magpie Goose 

1000+ 

08/02/15 

Serendip 

100's in a densely packed flock feeding on farmland just north of 

DE 




Sanctuary 

Serendip Sanctuary at 7.35 a.m. Were taking off in skeins of 50-100 
to fly over the road to another farm. None seen at the site at 9.55 a.m. 


Freckled Duck 

29 

30/01/15 

Hospital Swamps 

East of Baensch's Ln. 

GD 

Australian Shelduck 

25 

25/01/15 

Pt Henry, Windmill 
Rd 

Resting along salt marsh ponds. 

DTy 

Australasian Shoveler 

50+ 

26/01/15 

Hospital Swamp 

Baenschs La. 

JN 


40 

07/02/15 

Reedy Lake 

Moolap Stn Rd. 

SWC 

Blue-billed Duck 

8 

22/01/15 

Lake Lome 


GD 

Australasian Grebe 

4 

15/02/15 

Cowies Creek 

1 adult with 2 young in pond while another adult near by sitting on 
nest in small clump of reed in middle of pond. 

RLw 


9 

31/01/15 

Eastern Park Stor¬ 

2 adults feeding 3 striped-headed young. 4 juveniles from Dec 2014 

DTy 




age Pond 

breeding also present on main pond. These birds were flying short 
distances to either end of pond and making distinct 'grebe call'. 
Observed adult bird aggressively chasing juvenile away from area 
where young where situated. 


Hoary-headed Grebe 

220 

20/01/15 

Lake Victoria 


GD 

Great Crested Grebe 

26 

20/01/15 

Lake Victoria 


GD 


28 

06/02/15 

Pt Henry 

Alcoa wetlands. All on outer Corio Bay. IncI pr in courtship display. 

RGa 

Shy Albatross 

1 

30/01/15 

Thirteenth Beach 


GD 

Fairy Prion 

1 

10/02/15 

Thriteenth Beach 

Thirteenth Beach Rd. Unwell, struggling across rd, hit by car and 
killed. 

MG 

Short-tailed 

Shearwater 

250 

30/01/15 

Thirteenth Beach 

Feeding offshore. 

GD 

Australasian Darter 

1 

22/01/15 

Leopold 

Gateway Sanctuary, F. 

GFNC 


1 

14/02/15 

Hospital Swamps 

1 M. Flying low over water before settling in eucalypt overlooking 
swamp. 

PKw 

Glossy Ibis 

19 

27/01/15 

Hospital Swamps 

Also approx. 16 on 26/01 & 28/01. 

PKw 

Royal Spoonbill 

65 

11/02/15 

Swan Bay 


Mda 

Collared Sparrowhawk 

1 

29/01/15 

Balyang Sanctuary 

Alerted to honeyeater alarm calls. Bird located perched low in a gum 
tree on the track at the back of the largest pond. It flushed when 
spotted. 

GGt 

Grey Goshawk 

1 

20/02/15 

Edwards Point 

White morph. Perched in tree on the beach side edge of Edwards 

Point. 

MDa 


1 

12/02/15 

Jan Juc 

White morph male. Perched on the same bus stop sign where 1 
photographed a bird of the same species last year. Suspect it was the 
same individual. 

GGt 

Brolga 

4 

28/01/15 

Moolap 

Moolap Stn Rd. Nr Townsend Rd. Grazing in paddock. 

CFo 


2 

07/02/15 

Reedy Lake 

Coppards Road, 1M and 1F in dry paddock. 

SWC 

Baillon's Crake 

2 

31/01/15 

Eastern Park 

Observed briefly on floating vegetation beside reed beds on receiving 

DTy 




Storage Pond 

pond (southern side) at 5.30 p.m. Crakes were at either end of the 
pond. 


Sooty Oystercatcher 

1 

06/02/15 

Moolap Saltworks 

Centre section. Flying with 2 Australian Pied Oystercatchers. 

SWC 

Banded Stilt 

600 + 

04/02/15 

Moolap Saltworks 

3 or 4 main clusters and many more scattered over three saltpans - 
all feeding. 

Ahi 

Pacific Golden Plover 

37 

22/01/15 

Barwon Estuary 

Flying off towards Blue Rock at Barwon Estuary near Bluff, regularly 
seen in late Jan. 

GD 


21 

16/02/15 

Blue Rocks 

PGPs on rocks with 100 Red-necked Stints and 24 Masked Lapwing. 

1 Black Swan with 500+ silver gulls on beach. 

GGt 

Grey Plover 

22 

08/02/15 

Mud Islands 


SWC 

Red-capped Plover 

57 

22/01/15 

Freshwater Lake 


GD 


22 

06/02/15 

Pt Henry 

Alcoa wetlands. Higher count than normal. 

RGa 
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Bird Species 

No. 

Date 

Location 

Comment 

Obs 





code 

Doubie-banded Piover 

2 

16/02/15 

Bancoora Beach 

Loosely associating with Hooded Plovers. Cne was a 
very brown juvenile. 

GGt 

Latham's Snipe 

20 

19/01/15 

Begola Wetland 


GD 


22 

22/01/15 

Lake Lome 


GD 


20 

20/01/15 

Ocean Grove 

Begola wetlands. 

GD 

Bar-taiied Godwit 

77 

08/02/15 

Mud Islands 


SWC 

Common Greenshank 

18 

08/02/15 

Mud Islands 


SWC 


11 

02/02/15 

Pump-house, Moolap Salt- 

Small group resting beside levee bank in front of 

DTy 




works 

pump-house. 


Ruddy Turnstone 

77 

08/02/15 

Mud Islands 


SWC 

Great Knot 

7 

08/02/15 

Mud Islands 


SWC 

Red Knot 

113 

08/02/15 

Mud Islands 


SWC 

Curiew Sandpiper 

366 

20/01/15 

Lake Victoria 


GD 

Arctic Jaeger 

1 

06/02/15 

Moolap Saltworks 

With Geoff Gates and Norman Webb during official 
Summer Wader Count. Flew overhead heading east. 
Photograph clearly shows diagnostic pointed central 
tail feathers. 

BL 




1 

21/01/15 

Rippleside 

Rippleside beach. Briefly in view harassing 
several Silver Gulls <20 m offshore. 

CMo, EM 

Fairy Tern 

6 

06/02/15 

Moolap Saltworks 

Centre section. At least 6 small terns ID as Fairy 

Terns inci ad feeding begging flying juv. Breeding 
records at site in past, but begging juvs can fly 100s 
of km with ads (evidence from flagged birds flying 
from NSW at WTP). Another 8 Fairy/Little Terns at a 
distance not ID to sp. 

SWC 

Fairy Tern 

7 

08/02/15 

Mud Islands 


SWC 

Whiskered Tern 

94 

20/01/15 

Lake Victoria 


GD 

Yeiiow-taiied 

30 

30/01/15 

Barwon Heads 


GD 

Biack-Cockatoo 

18 

13/02/15 

Jan Juc 

Large flock flying NE over Duffields Rd, Great Ccean 
Rd intersection. 

GGt 


45 

11/02/15 

St Leonards 


DR 

Gang-gang Cockatoo 

4 

28/01/15 

Barwon River, Newtown 

Flying overhead and calling. Early evening. 

CFr 

Sooty Oystercatcher 

1 

06/02/15 

Moolap Saltworks, survey 
area 3A 

Flying with 2 Pied Cystercatchers. 

SWC 

Musk Lorikeet 

30 

23/01/15 

Newtown 

Fairmont Rd. Flock of at least 30, probably more, flew 
rapidly through at barely rooftop height. 

CMo 

Crimson Roseiia 


24/01/15 

Bannockburn 

Bannockburn Reserve. Unusual summer record of sp 

CMo, 





at location. 

DTy 

Eastern Koei 

1 

14/02/15 

Corio 

1st bird heard or seen in this area. 

JDg 



19/01/15 

Eastern Pk 

GBG. M and F calling in GBG. Specific remark made 
regarding different plumage and call of F. About 2 wks 
after M was first hd and seen. 

per CMo 


1 

01/02/15 

Highton 

Juv present for several days in around garden. Hosts 
almost certainly Red Wattlebirds. 

TP 

Horsfieid's 

1 

15/02/15 

Cowles Creek 

Young one being fed by male Superb Fairy-wren. 

RLw 

Bronze-Cuckoo 

Sacred Kingfisher 

1 

15/02/15 

Cowles Creek 

Near train line west of pond, flew into built up 
residential area. 

RLw 

Southern Emu-wren 

1 

11/01/15 

Anglesea 

Anglesea River. Good views. Perched in tree 
everlasting on E side of river at start of wetlands 
walking tk/boardwalk. N end of wetland. 

Pfo 


Speckied Warbier 

2 

23/01/15 

Eynesbury 


AHn 

Noisy Miner 

16 

03/02/15 

Eastern Park (Geelong) 

1st record in eucalypts at Geelong Conference 

Centre, party of at least 12. Sp spreading in this urban 
parkland. 

CMo 

Biack-chinned 

1 

24/01/15 

Bannockburn 

Bannockburn Reserve. Grating call hd well. 

CMo, 

Honeyeater 




DTy 

Rufous Fantaii 

1 

14/02/15 

Distillery Creek 

Picnic Ground-Lower Carpark. 

IMc 

Satin Fiycatcher 

1 

14/02/15 

Distillery Creek 

Picnic Ground-Lower Carpark. 

IMc 

Fiame Robin 


24/01/15 

Bannockburn 

Bannockburn Reserve. Unusual summer record for 

CMo, 





location. In recently logged area of plantation in 
central section. Brown bird with off-white bars in 

DTy 





wings and narrow white tail margins. Wait and watch 
hunting from perches. Calling frequently - song 
typical of this sp. 


Zebra Finch 

8 

22/01/15 

Reedy Lake, Moolap Stn Rd 

Flock seen well by one observer along fenceline (to W 
of S end of Moolap Stn Rd), incI at least 3 Ms. Unable 
to be relocated by others shortly after. A rare sp on 
Bellarine Peninsula. 

GFNC 

Diamond Firetail 

5 

23/01/15 

Eynesbury 

Family inci 3 juvs. 

AHn 


Observers: AHi, Andrea Carroll-Haigh; AHn, Angus Hartshorn; BL, Barry Lingham; CFo; colin Foreman; CFr, 
Chrissy Freestone; CMo, Craig Morley; EM, Elizabeth Macpherson; DE, Deborah Evans; DR, David Rantall; DTy, Da¬ 
vid Tytherleigh; GD, Guy Dutson; GFNC, Geelong Field Naturalists Club excursion; GGt, Geoff Gates; IMc, Ian 
McConchie; JDg, Jeff Dagg; MDa, Michael Day; MG, Madeline Glynn; PFo, Peter Foster; PKw, Penne Kwiat; RGa, 
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GFNC excursion 

Sunday 15 March 2015 

Yarro Waetch Bush & Timboon Bushland 

You may not know it, but as a member of the GFNC, you are 
also a part owner of 71 acres of bushland called Yarro Waetch 
near Timboon. This land is one of the few remaining patches 
of bush left after the clearing of this area for dairy farming. 

The block was privately owned, but was purchased by the 

Trust for Nature and then resold to purchasers of shares in a 
cooperative. The GFNC purchased one share in 1997. 

This bushland contains a mixture of forest types with Manna 
Gum/Swamp Gum in the wetter gullies and Messmate forest in 
the hill tops. Rufous Bristlebirds, Long-nosed Bandicoots and 
some eight species of ferns have been noted at this site. 

Depart: 8:30 a.m. at the SW corner of Harvey Norman 
carpark, Waurn Ponds (see map). We are leaving 
early as it takes over 2 hours to travel to Timboon. 

Car 

Doolina will be oraanised orior, so olease contact 

Barrv to reoister to attend. 

After arrival at Yarro Waetch around 10:45 a.m., we 
will explore this section of bushland, observing the 
birds, mammals and flora. We will travel into Timboon 
for lunch (picnic lunch or purchase at shops). After 
lunch, we will visit another bushland area nearby. We 
aim to be back in Geelong by 5:30 p.m. 

Bring: Lunch, drinks, snacks. Wet weather gear, hat, 

binoculars, sunscreen, strong footwear, field guides.. 

For more information or to register for the trip, contact: Barry 
Linaham 5255 4291 or email info(a)afnc.ora.au . There will be 
seats available for those who prefer not to drive. 

Meet to car pool at Harvey Norman carpark, Waurn Ponds, off 
Princes Hwy/Colac Rd. 


Bird Group mid-week excursion 
Buckiey Palis 

Thursday 26 March 2015 

Leader: Rod Lowther 

The excursion will look at bird habitat; upstream and down¬ 
stream of Buckley Falls. The river bank is a good spot to view 
the many waterbirds, while the high points on the river cliff and 
ridges may be a suitable place to sight a raptor or two working 
the plains to the north and west of the river. Adjacent areas to 
the north of the river have residential areas developing but the 
Friends of Buckley Falls group have been busy planting native 
flora to attract and keep birds in the area. 

Meet: 9.00 a.m. at the Buckley Falls upper car park 
located on Buckley Falls Road which is off Queens Park Road. 
There are about 15 car spaces available so 
consider car-pooling with others. 

Conditions: The proposed walk will be 2 km in length, com¬ 
mencing along the river which is an uneven dirt track, returning 
along a flat easy section overlooking the valley on the ridge 
adjacent to the new housing development. There are many 
steps at the falls and an incline up to the ridge mid-way through 
the walk. After morning tea, a short time will be spent looking 
downstream of the falls and the rapids to the junction of Barwon 
and Moorabool rivers. Walk Classification: Easy/Medium. 

Supportive walking shoes with long pants recommended. 

Snakes may still be about. 

Bring: Morning tea, snacks, drinks, sunscreen, hat bottle, 
binoculars and camera. 

Contact: Rod Lowther, ph. 0419 633 960 



Moth night 

Ocean Grove Nature Reserve 
Saturday night, 28 March 2015 

The March moth night is becoming a tradition for the GFNC 
and the Friends of OGNR. We’ll meet for a 
relaxed picnic tea and then the moth action will begin at dusk. 
Every year we find rare and beautiful moths and other night 
creatures. See the Geelong Naturalist 49 (11), pages 2-3, for 
the run-down on last year’s adventure. Marilyn (the Mad Moth 
Lady) and Dean will be your hosts at the sheet. 

Meet: 6 p.m. at Ocean Grove Nature Reserve in the 
carpark near the Information Centre. The entrance to the 
reserve comes off Grubb Road. 

Bring: a picnic tea, drinks, torch for each person, camera, 
warm clothes (a warm day doesn’t guarantee a warm night), 
sturdy shoes. 

There will be time for the meal, a chat, some general 
nature study and questions before we set up the light and 
sheet at about 8 p.m. 

This event will go ahead in rain or wind, because we can shel¬ 
ter in the Information Centre and set up the sheet under the 
verandah. However, it will be cancelled if there’s a fire ban. 


Birding and Bush walking in the Brisbane 
Ranges 

Sunday 29 March 2015 

An extra excursion at the end of the month, particularly for 
birdwatchers but others are welcome too. We will be going out 
to the Brisbane Ranges and exploring the area around 

Kangaroo Track, Old Thompson Track, Quarry Track and 

Slate Track. We’ll probably be walking about 5 km along a 
modified version of the Burchell Trail. Note: there are some 
STEEP, uneven sections, so please consider if this excursion 
is suitable for you. 

Meet at 9.00 a.m. at the Anakie General Store to car pool. 

We should be finished around 3 p.m. 

Bring lunch, water, camera, binoculars, wet weather gear, 
sunscreen, hat etc. Wear solid shoes and be prepared to carry 
lunch etc. with you. Lunch will be along the track 
somewhere as there are no picnic areas where we're 
walking. Cadets and their families are more than welcome to 
attend. 

For more information contact Grace Lewis on 0438 046 363 



Mailing roster 

March: Joan & Tibor Korn 

April: Jan Venters 
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Web-master 

Dean Hewish 

0409 231 755 

myibook@iprimus.com.au 

Eco Book Group 

Lorraine Phelan 

5243 0636 

lphelan@bigpond.com.au 

General Meeting Minutes 

Vacant 

— 

— 

Mid-week Bird Group Excursion 
Convenor 

Lynne Clarke 

0439 390 801 

alynneclarke@gmail.com 

Cadets 

Jeff Dagg 

0419 551 847 

gfncadets@gmail.com 


Coming events 


MARCH 2015 

APRIL 2015 

1 

‘Clean up Australia Day’ at Jerringot 

7 

AGM—Members Night 

3 

General Meeting: Stephanie Suter—Role of aquatic fungi 

9-12 

Fauna survey: 


in forest ecology 

14 

Plant Group: Meeting, sharing photos and observations 

5-8 

Fauna survey: Floating Islands 

15 

Cadets: Meeting 

10 

Plant Group: Wider Geelong Flora Lecture: Tony 

16 

Bird Group: John Newman—Birds of the Geelong region 


Cavanagh—Early European plant collectors in Australia 


that migrate 

13-15 

SEANA campout Ballarat 

19 

Excursion: OGNR Yellow Gum survey 

15 

Excursion: Timboon Bushland Reserve 

23 

Mid-week Bird Group Excursion: Limeburners Lagoon/ 

18 

Cadets: Meeting 


Hovells Creek 

19 

Bird Group: Barry Lingham—Historical aspect of Geelong 
birds 



26 

Mid-week Bird Group Excursion: Buckley Falls 



28 

Mothing night at OGNR 



29 

Birding and bushwalking in the Brisbane Ranges 




The closing date for the next magazine will be Monday evening 30 March 2015. 


Early lodgement of articles (small & large—maximum 2 pages) would be a great help—late copy may not be accepted. 
Photographs—digital as .jpg and slides or prints for scanning—to the Editor, 

Chrissy Freestone chrissy.freestone@deakin.edu.au 


DISCLAIMER 

The responsibility for the accuracy of information and opinions expressed 
in this magazine rests with the author of the article. Please contact the 
Editor if you wish to reproduce any item (e.g. a photograph) from another 
source, so that copyright permission can be sought. 

The Geelong Naturalist may be quoted without permission provided that 
acknowledgement of the Club and the author is made. 


GFNC meetings are held at Geelong 
Botanic Gardens Friends Room, and 
start at 8.00 p.m. 

Entrance is at the intersection of Holt Rd and 
Eastern Park Circuit in Eastern Park. 

[Melway 452 G4] 
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